Sermon Study Guide for September 27th, 2026

Our Savior Lutheran Church and School

Theme: A Disciple of Jesus Is - an Authentic Friend

We continue our sermon series, looking at the four discipleship roles that we strive to live
out here at Our Savior. Last week, we looked at the role of being a Humble Servant.

This week, we are looking at the second discipleship role of Authentic Friend. We seek to be
disciples who are genuine, attentive, and hospitable to the people God places in our path.
Because God welcomes us in Christ, we welcome one another.

Getting Started: (sharing with each other)

1. What do you remember from last week, talking about being humble servants?

2. What's the last deep conversation you’ve had with someone?

3. Who are the people God is calling you to share Jesus with, and what are you going to do
about it?

In the Word: Romans 15:1-7

4. Inverse 5, we read, “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in
such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus...”
How do we do this? How does God grant us endurance and encouragement to live in
harmony?

5. Inverse 7, we read, “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God.” How has Christ welcomed you into His kingdom? And thinking of that, what
part do you play in being welcomed into His kingdom?

In the Word: Matthew 25:34-40

6. In this section of scripture, Jesus talks about Judgement Day. Specifically the King sorting
the sheep and the goats. What does the King commend those on His right for?



7. We need to remember that the things that the King commends the people for isn’t that
they saved themselves by doing these good things, but that having faith in Christ these
actions flow from the believer. How does that give you comfort and maybe even courage to
act selflessly for those in need?

8. How does the faith that You have been given by the Holy Spirit, help you to seek out and
care for your friends?

Putting it all Together (what do we believe or do as disciples?)

9. Being authentic means that we are real. We aren’t fake or flaky, but that we are real
friends. How do you see friends who aren’t authentic in your life, and how does that show
what we don’t want to be as friends?

10. You have done nothing to earn salvation. Period. Full stop. You are granted salvation by
grace through faith. How can we take the beauty of that salvation granted to us, and be
authentic friends to those around us?

11. Think about the ways that you are thankful for your friends. What makes a good friend?
Now, take those ideals, and think about how you can, through the grace given to you by
Christ, be those things to others?

Prayer: Thank God that He has done everything for your salvation. Thank Jesus that He lived the
perfect life that you could know salvation through His love. Thank God that He loves you, cares for
you, and sent His Son Jesus to be the most authentic friend, laying down His life. Ask God to help
you be an authentic friend to others. Ask God to help you deepen relationships to have
opportunities to share His love with others.

Next Week: A Disciple of Jesus Is — Lifelong Learner of God’s Word
We seek to be disciples who hunger for God’s Word and desire to apply it to today’s world. We
want the word of Christ to dwell in us richly as we listen to Jesus and daily follow Him. His word

gives us truth, grace, and life.

Reminder: Congregation Meeting Sunday October 4", @ 9:30am in the Commons. We hope to see
you there!



