Small Group Study Guide for September 20, 2026

Our Savior Lutheran Church and School

Theme: Our sermon series is looking at four roles of a disciple. These are the kinds of disciples we hope to
become as we Learn, Live, and Share Christ. The first role is that of a humble servant. We seek to be
disciples who are kingdom-minded and put the needs of others before our own. Jesus came as the ultimate
servant to lay down His life for us. We also ought to love one another.

Getting Started: (sharing with each other)

1. How has God led you to serve in a way that you are passionate about?

2. Why is humility important to have in life?

In the Word: Read Matthew 20:20-28

3. How do you think the other disciples felt when they found out that James and John’s mother had
asked for the two highest positions in Jesus’ kingdom?

4. Jesus pointed to the ways that the Gentiles ‘lord it over them’ and exercise authority. From what
you know about the Roman Empire and ancient people’s, what might Jesus be referring to here? If
you don’t have any point of reference, then what would be your best guess?

5. What does Jesus mean when He says that the greatest among you must be your servant?

6. How does Jesus describe His mission in verse 28? Unpack the significance of this statement.



Pulling It All Together

7. How should Christians act differently than the rest of the world when it comes to humility and
service?

8. In what ways, or by what activities, do we grow and develop as humble servants?

9. What are some needs in our community where our church and school can bring help as humble
servants?

10. Who are some examples of humble servants? Who comes to mind?

11. How is Jesus the ultimate example of a humble servant?

Prayer: Take prayer requests from the group. Discuss the servant opportunities that you have and how you
can pray for them. Thank Jesus for being the ultimate servant leader who gave everything for our salvation.

Lord Jesus, You are the ultimate humble servant who gave everything for our salvation. Thank you for loving
us so much that You laid down Your life for us. Inspire us by Your love, and help us by Your Holy Spirit to lay
down our lives for each other, and to be humble servants in Your kingdom. We especially pray for... (special
prayer requests)... Help us to be humble servants as we... (pray for the servant opportunities you
mentioned)... In Your holy name we pray, Amen.

Next Week: We look at the second role of a disciple - that of an authentic friend. The four discipleship roles
we are looking at in this series are the product of our Vision Bridge process, helping us hone our discipleship
training center that is our church and school.

Note: Vision Bridge “open forums” will be held Thursday, September 24 and Sunday, September 27 to
share more about the Vision Bridge process, our discipleship training center, and the future for our church
and school. Both will be held in the music room. The congregation meeting is on Sunday, October 4, at 9:30
in the Commons.



