


A House of Prayer for All Nations   

By: Pastor Bill Wangelin 

When Our Savior Lutheran Church was dedicated on November 2, 2008, the message was òGate of 

Heaven, House of Prayer!ó It was based on Genesis 28:16,17 where Jacob says, òThis is none other 

than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven,ó and Mark 11:17 where Jesus says, òIs it not 

written: My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations?ó We are blessed with a beautiful 

sanctuary in which to worship God. It is the gate of heaven, because here Godõs word and sacraments 

bring forgiveness, life and salvation. It is a house of prayer for all nations, because God welcomes all 

nations to come to Him, as the Great Commission declares.  

Just as we take care of our homes, we want to take care of the Lordõs house. Our members 

generously and sacrificially provide for the upkeep of our church and school. We want our building and grounds to reflect 

the vibrant ministry that takes place here. We want our facility to exude hospitality and welcome. This is no small feat! It 

is a major undertaking that can only happen as the Spirit moves people to joyful generosity.  

Our Sanctuary Update Project is a big step in caring for the Lordõs 

house. After 18 years, our flooring, lighting, and sound are in need 

of an upgrade. Just as we update sections of our homes, we need to 

update this important and sacred space. We donõt want our building 

to become an idol. We donõt need it to be ostentatious or opulent. 

But we do want it to be beautiful, functional, and worthy of being 

called the house of the Lord.  

Ultimately, the church is not a building. We could still learn, live, and 

share Christ without it. Martin Luther gave a simple definition of the 

church in the Smalcald Articles: òThank God, a seven-year-old child 

knows what the Church is, namely, the holy believers and lambs 

who hear the voice of their Shepherd. For the children pray, ôI 

believe in one holy Christian Church.õó (SA III XII 2-3). The church is 

the people of God. We are so blessed to have a building in which 

the Church can gather to worship, pray, and receive Godõs gifts.  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed! We pray that our Sanctuary Update Project will give glory to God and 

beautify His house, and that it might be filled with holy believers and lambs who learn, live, and share Christ.  

In Joyful Service to Jesus,  

Pastor Bill Wangelin <>< 



Something wonderful happens when you donate used 

eyeglasses to Most Ministries! 
Most Ministries volunteers wash and sort the glasses and label prescriptions. 

Glasses then go out worldwide with mission teams, around 3,000 pairs per team, 

of which 800-1,000 are typically distributed. Everyone who visits the team, 

including children, gets a pair of sunglasses. Unused glasses are recycled and 

MOST receives payment by the pound for the recycled glasses. And this just in: 

10,950 eyeglasses have been distributed in 12 countries in 2025. Amazing! Thank 

the Lord for this caring ministry. Note: You may place used eyeglasses in the 

collection bins located in the OSL Lobby Coatroom. 

Character & Competency Traits  

By: Pastor Chris Deneen 

So often we talk about living and loving like Jesus. When you hear 

that, maybe you have a general idea of what that means. Maybe you 

have a picture in your mind of how Jesus lived and loved. In our 

Vision Bridge learning, weõve been talking about how to emulate 

Jesus, specifically in character and competency traits. 

Think of character traits like this: how Jesus is. How he acts. The 

ôwhyõ behind his actions. 

Think of competency traits like this: what Jesus does. What is Jesus 

good at? What does he do?  

With those in mind, if you want to do a more in depth look at those, I suggest the Gospel 

of Mark. Maybe a chapter at a time. Here are my top 5 character and competency traits 

that I thought of from Mark, and ones that we could try to mirror as his followers. 

Character Traits: 

Compassionate: Several times throughout Mark, Jesus feels this deep heartfelt compassion for 

His people. (Mark 6:34) 

Inviting: Jesus welcomes those around Him and welcomes them into a closer relationship. (Mark 

1:16-20) 

Confident: Jesus doesnõt back down when challenged. He knows who He is and is going to do 

what He is  going to do. (Mark 14:41-50) 

Loving: God is love. Jesus shows love in many amazing ways. Not just love, but a humility to 

love. (Mark 5:35-43) 

Patient: With disciples like this, He needs patience. Jesus shows it in ways we could only hope 

to emulate! (Mark 9:33-37) 

Competency Traits:  

Teaching: Jesus knows how to teach and does so with authority! (Mark 1:21-28) 

Praying: Jesus prays often. Not just that, He is good at conversing with His 

Father. (Mark 14:36) 

Community Building: Jesus is welcoming and brings people we might least 

expect into a closer relationship. (Mark 2:13-17) 

Advocating: Jesus cares for those who are facing adversity or are challenged in 

His name. (Mark 14:3-9) 

Quoting the Old Testament: Jesus knows the Old Testament! And he quotes it 

regularly. (Mark 12:28-31) 
 

When we look at these character and competency traits, it can look like a lot. It 

can be overwhelming! But when we see these, I pray it isnõt a challenge, or something that makes you go back and wonder 

if you can really live like Jesus. These help to show who Jesus is, what He does, and how we can live and love like Him.  

In His Name, 

Pastor Chris <>< 



An Organ Recital Celebrating Charles W. Ore 
By: John Horak, Minister of Music 

Charles Ore was my organ teacher, mentor and friend when I attended Concordia College in Seward, Nebraska from 

1978 ð 1982,  I cannot begin to tell you of the influence he has made on me and countless others through his teaching 

and music compositions. 

I knew back in Lutheran grade school that I wanted to be a church musician and especially play the organ. As with many, 

I had some choices of where to go to college to study to become a church musician in the Lutheran church.  Growing up 

in California, all of my choices were in the midwest.  My dad and I made college visits to try to find the best place for me.  

What impressed me about Charles is that he delayed his family vacation to meet with me. 

The music of Charles Ore has an energy and joy to it.  His use of rhythm, harmony and registration gives the music an 

energy that makes one want to 

tap your toes and brings a smile 

to your face.  From the list of 

songs, you can see the variety of 

his music.  Throughout the 

church year, it is used to lead 

the congregation in praise and 

worship to God. 

I hope that you will be able to 

join us in praising our God 

through his music as we join 

together in song.  Please invite 

others to come as well.  We give 

thanks for Charles Ore and for 

all the gifts that the Lord has 

given him and which he has 

used to bless the church, Godõs 

people and especially musicians.  

Summerõs Coming! 

By: Windy Carroll, Early Childhood, Extended Care, & Summer Camp Director  
 

The winter weather this year has seemed quite harsh ð bitter cold, gusty winds, and 

plenty of snow showers to cover our local landscape. But just as we find ourselves weary 

of the wintry weather, a glimpse of the Spring to come gives us a reprieve. Certainly, even 

a few short days of warmer weather reminds us of what is to come ð so as we enjoy 

Spring and the second half of our school year, we also look forward with anticipation to 

Summer. 

For the summer of 2026, plans are underway to host another year of Panther Camp at 

Our Savior Lutheran School. We are excited to offer new weekly themes and activities, as 

well as field trips and special events to another group of campers. As enrollment opens 

and registrations begin to come in, we thank God for the abundant blessings of new and 

returning campers and families.  

We look forward to springtime with hope and gratitude. In our Early Childhood programs, 

teachers help the children to see the beauty in all seasons and weather. In the snow and 

ice, rain and mud, and sun and heat, we thank God for his perfect creation and that we 

are able to learn about our earthly home through all seasons. And, as it is also enrollment and re-enrollment season for 

our school-year programs, we look forward to welcoming new students and planning for another new school year as the 

seasons change and the weather begins to warm. Already in the first weeks of enrollment, we are incredibly blessed to 

have received many inquiries, enrollments, and tour opportunities for new (and returning!) families for the Fall in Early 

Childhood. How exciting it is to meet these new families and introduce them to our ministries. It is a great time of 

thanksgiving and intense planning for the future. 

Through the changing weather and anticipation of upcoming programming, we continue to pray for our current and future 

families. God has certainly blessed our church and school community, and we continue to pray for His divine guidance 

and protection as we make plans for the future.  



Who Prays in Your Home? 

By: Dave Wright, Minster of Family Life  
 

Who prays in your home?  Itõs a valid question, but it can be a tough question to consider 

if regular prayer is not a part of your home. 

Recently we offered our annual 4 year old Learning to Pray Milestone class for parents 

and their 4 year old child.  While parents should certainly be modeling prayer in the 

home, this milestone is a great opportunity to guide children toward the realization that 

they too can pray in all situations and circumstances ð out loud or silently, but boldly, 

and with confidence. Kids donõt have to wait for the adult to pray. Kids can pray ð and at 

a fairly young age.  

While participating in this milestone, children are given a special prayer booklet and a 

prayer pillow. These items help to establish easy to say (and even memorize) prayers for 

specific situations such as morning, evening bedtime, meals, birthday celebrations, 

sickness, forgiveness situations, and just anytime.  While these are just a few times 

when saying a prayer would be appropriate and comforting, having a wide variety of 

prayer topics helps to foster confidence in children that they can pray in any situation, 

anytime, and anywhere. 

The prayer pillow, which has a special pocket sewn on it to store the prayer booklet, 

allows kids the chance to establish a routine and a tangible reminder to pray.  We 

encourage families who have participated in this milestone to have their child hold onto 

the prayer pillow while saying their morning or evening prayers at home. Clinging to this 

pillow while praying can be a wonderful reminder of how we cling to God and His 

promises every time we go to Him in prayer.  

Some highlights of the Learning to Pray Milestone: 

¶ Having OSLõs early childhood lead teachers facilitate the event. Kids and parents get 

to have their teacher guide them through the prayer table stations in an early 

childhood classroom. 

¶ Watching parents pray with their child. 

¶ Helping children connect prayer to everyday situations.  

¶ Knowing that the power of the Holy Spirit gives young families the ability and words 

to pray in all situations. 

¶ Seeing all of the kids bring their prayer pillows to the Connect worship service right 

after the milestone class to worship and receive a special blessing. 

So who prays in your home?  I hope everyone does ð boldly, confidently, and with simple 

words that even a 4 year old can say as we talk to our best friend, Jesus.  



Portrait of a Graduate 

By: Matthew Couser, Principal 

As for Me and My House: Living for the Lord 

òBut as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.ó ð Joshua 24:15b 

This year, our theme from Joshua has echoed through our classrooms, hallways, chapel 

messages, and conversations. It is a bold declaration of faith and leadership. 

But as we reflect more deeply, we recognize something important. Joshuaõs words are 

not just about serving the Lord. They are about living for the Lord. Serving can describe 

something we do. 

Living describes who we are. 

At Our Savior Lutheran School, that distinction is shaping our work as we develop our 

Portrait of a Graduate. 

More Than Activities ñ A Way of Life 

Christian education is not simply about adding chapel to academics or prayer to  

the school day. It is about forming hearts and minds so that every part of life  

belongs to Christ. 

To live for the Lord means: 

¶ Faith is not confined to Sunday morning. 

¶ Character flows from identity in Christ. 

¶ Academic excellence becomes stewardship. 

¶ Leadership becomes servant leadership. 

¶ Relationships reflect grace and forgiveness. 

When Joshua declared, òAs for me and my house,ó he was speaking about direction, 

devotion, and daily life. That same vision guides us as we ask: 

What does it look like for our graduates to live for the Lord long after they leave our 

school ministry? 

Our Portrait of a Graduate 

Our Portrait of a Graduate work is helping us answer that question intentionally. 

We are identifying the spiritual, academic, and character traits that define a student  

formed by Christian education at Our Savior Lutheran. We desire graduates who are: 

¶ Rooted in Christ ð confident in their identity as children of God. 

¶ Grounded in Truth ð able to think critically through a biblical lens. 

¶ Compassionate and Courageous ð loving others while standing firm in faith. 

¶ Servant Leaders ð leading not for recognition, but for impact. 

¶ Resilient in Hope ð anchored in Christ when challenges arise. 

These traits do not develop by accident. They are cultivated through partnership between 

church, school, and home. Together we shape not just strong students, but strong disciples. continued on next page... 



A Shared Commitment 

When we say, òAs for me and my 

house,ó we are making a shared 

commitment as a Christian 

community. 

We are committing to: 

¶ Teach truth clearly. 

¶ Model Christ faithfully. 

¶ Form character 

intentionally. 

¶ Prepare students not just for 

high school  ñ but for lifelong 

discipleship. 

Our goal is not merely that students 

serve occasionally. Our prayer is that 

they live fully for the Lord ñ in their 

families, vocations, churches, and 

communities. 

That is the heart of Christian education. 

That is the purpose behind our planning. 

And that is the future we are building 

together with the work of the Holy Spirit. 

...continued from previous page 


