
Small Group Study Guide for January 25, 2026 
Our Savior Lutheran Church and School 

 

Theme: Jesus invited His disciples to leave their nets and follow Him. Repentance turns us away from some 

things, but towards all that Jesus offers. Following Jesus means leaving some things behind, and gaining so 

much more.  

 

Getting Started: (sharing with each other) 

 

1. When was the last time you learned something new. This could be a new skill, a new way of doing 

things, new technology, a new language, a new game, etc. How did you learn it? (the focus is on the 

process of learning, and if it was easy, difficult, and if you had someone show you) 

 

 

2. What do you think the hardest part is about being a Jesus follower?  

 

 

 

In the Word: Read Matthew 4:12-25 

3. Once again, Matthew records how Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah and 

quotes from the prophet Isaiah in verse 15-16. How did Jesus fulfill this prophecy from Isaiah? (see 

verse 12-14) 

 

 

 

4. Jesus’ message/sermon was actually quite simple. It is stated in verse 17. How do you think people 

understood Jesus’ message in His day, and how do you think people understand this message of 

Jesus today?   

 

 

5. Who were the four disciples that Jesus called in verses 18-22? List them and what these verses tell 

us about them. Include as much detail as you can find in the text.  

 

 

 

6. Jesus’ mission in Galilee had three components listed in verse 23. What are the three components?  

 

 



7. List the kinds of people that were brought to Jesus in verse 24.  

 

 

8. List the places where the large crowds came from who followed Jesus in verse 25.  

 

 

 

Pulling It All Together 

9. What does it mean to be a ‘disciple’ of Jesus, and how does someone ‘follow’ Him?   

 

 

 

10. What are the ways that we ‘fish for people’ as Jesus’ disciples today? Share any specific examples 

that you can think of.  

 

 

 

11. Look at the three components of Jesus’ ministry in verse 23 (# 6 above) and describe how the 

Christian church continues those same three practices today, as the Body of Christ in the world.  

 

 

12. How have you been growing as a disciple lately, and what spiritual/faith practices does God want 

you to focus on at this point in your faith journey?  

 

 

 

 

Prayer: Thank Jesus for the invitation to follow Him, and for all the blessings He brings into our lives. Ask 

Him to strengthen our witness and to help us grow in discipleship. Ask Him to bless our church family and all 

disciples so that we can truly be ‘fishers of men’ and invite more and more people of all nations to learn, 

live, and share Christ.   

Next Week: We begin looking at the Beatitudes, which are the introduction to the Sermon on the Mount 
from Matthew 5. Blessed are all who are in Christ!  
 
Note: There is a congregation meeting on February 1 at 9:30 in the Commons. We hope you can join us! 


