Sermon Study Guide for November 30, 2025

Our Savior Lutheran Church and School

Theme: The First Candle — Hope

As the days continue to get longer, the dreariness starts to set it, and then you look around the
world, hope may be hard to find. But we look to Zechariah as he looked forward with hope, that we
may look with eyes of hope to Jesus.

Getting Started: (sharing with each other)

1. What was something great that took place over the week of Thanksgiving for you? What

was something not so great?

2. What are you most looking forward to during the Advent and Christmas seasons this year?

3. Do you have an Advent wreath? How has that helped you focus on the season of Advent?

In the Word: Read Luke 1:8-17

4. What do you know about Zechariah? How does Zechariah help us look with eyes of hope?

5. Inthe verses before this, in verse 7, we hear they Elizabeth was unable to conceive, and
they were both very old. But what does the angel point to in verse 13 that God has done?

6. Inverse 17, the angel speaks that John will be in the spirit and power of Elijah. What does
that mean? What does that mean that John will do?



7. John will be the one to prepare the way for the Lord. How do you see that in the life of John
the Baptizer? How does he point with hope?

Putting it all Together (what do we believe or do as disciples?)

8. Zechariah looks forward with hope. Even though he and Elizabeth didn’t have children, the
angel promised that they would have a child. One promised by the Lord. John is the answer
to prayers. What does hope mean to you? What ways has God answered your prayers to
give you hope?

9. The season of Advent is a season of waiting, but also a season of hope. We wait with
anticipation and with hope. How do you look forward with hope during the season of
Advent? Not just to the celebration of Jesus’ birth, but to Jesus second coming?

10. Have you picked up the Faith 5 Advent devotional? Each week we will be focusing on the
word that goes along with the Advent wreath. Hope, peace, joy, and love. Thinking of those
words, how does the season of Advent hit all of those?

Prayer: Thank God for the blessings that He has blessed you with. Thank God for the hope that was
fulfilled in Jesus. Thank God that we have the hope of Jesus to fill us each and every day. Praise God
for the time with family and friends that you hopefully will have over the next few weeks. Praise
God for Jesus and the hope that we have each and every single day.

Next Week: The Second Candle — Peace

Peace is more than the absence of conflict. It is wholeness and restoration, life to the fullest. Our
world is unsettled with deep conflicts. Jesus addressed the deepest conflict of all by coming to be
our Savior. He is our Prince of Peace!



